
BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 17 September 2025 at 
7.30 pm –  Burtonwood Community Centre

Present			Chairperson				Ward

*				J Webb (IND)			Old Hall
				 		
Vice Chairperson 

*                         		N Catlow (IND)			Westbrook	
									
				Council Members

*				J Guthrie (L)				Burtonwood
                                           T Murray (IND)			Burtonwood 
*		K Burgess (L)			Burtonwood
*				J White (IND) 			Burtonwood 	
				K Cox (IND)				Burtonwood	
*				C Mitchell (L)				Burtonwood
				B Gallagher (L)			Westbrook	
*				M Rufus (L)		 		Westbrook	
*				K Eglinton (L) 			Westbrook
				Barrie Morgan-Scrutton (L)		Westbrook
*				Brian Morgan-Scrutton (L)		Westbrook
				D Peers (IND) 			Westbrook
*				A Guthrie (L)				Westbrook 
				D Gallagher (L)			Westbrook
				
						 					
			*	Denotes Councillor present at Council

[bookmark: _Hlk97724889]Also present		Clerk to the Council – Julie Pickles	
				Sue Arnold
				Kerry Arnold
				Lorna Henry
				Ann Doyle
				Karen Bond
		
C42	Apologies

[bookmark: _Hlk72323170]An apology for absence had been received from Councillors Diane Gallagher, 
Brian Gallagher, Theresa Murray, Barrie Morgan-Scrutton, Dan Peers and Kevin Cox.


[bookmark: _Hlk182395129]C43	Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

[bookmark: _Hlk193023605][bookmark: _Hlk159245930][bookmark: _Hlk199852557]There was no declarations of interest received.

C44	Community / Policing Issues 
	
	PCSO Stephen Heaps was not in attendance, but his emailed reports had been circulated prior to the meeting.

	Local residents attended the meeting to forward their concern in relation to the Traveller site on Tan House Lane. Another concern was that two Members of the Parish Council had supported the application on the WBC Planning Portal, local residents viewed that the Members (Cllr T Murray and Cllr K Cox) were on the Parish Council to support the local electorate, additionally certain Members attended an open day on the site where they viewed support for the retrospective application.

The Chairperson stated that the allegation would be investigated (Code of Conduct), that the Parish Council had neither supported the application or objected to it, as local residents had been encouraged to write to the Borough Council with their concerns.

Councillor Ceri Mitchell stated that he had not attended the open day as the application was still part of an ongoing  legal process, Councillor Kevin Burgess agreed with Councillor Mitchell’s statement.
	
C45	Minutes of the Previous Meeting (16 July 2025)
	
	It was resolved by the Council that the minutes from the meeting held on 16 July 2025 were read and approved as a correct record

C46	 Matters Arising	

	Nil

[bookmark: _Hlk198283638]C47	Finance Sub-Committee - Agenda (17 September 2025)

[bookmark: _Hlk77339020]The Chairperson (Cllr Jason Webb) reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself, Councillors Nigel Catlow, Alan Guthrie, Jan White and Ceri Mitchell.
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council.

C47.1 Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor Theresa Murray. 

C47.2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest were declared.

C47.3 Application(s) for Grant

Burtonwood Touch Rugby had submitted a grant application to fund a mobile defib unit to the value of £912 inc vat, and it was
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that half the funding requested be granted due to the Parish Council maintaining 4 Defib Units, it was noted that the funds would be forwarded on proof of purchase of the unit by the Rugby Club and must be used by all of the teams

C47.4 Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings 

	Nil
			
C47.5 Accounts Requiring Payment (July / August / September 2025)

[bookmark: _Hlk148352795][bookmark: _Hlk95659275][bookmark: _Hlk126931207][bookmark: _Hlk193024612][bookmark: _Hlk123813066]Winwick PC Litter Picker August 2025 				£2020.00
Winwick PC Litter Picker Sept 2025 				£2020.00
Ware Uk – Kingswood Stock 					£    80.28
Ionos – Website July / August 					£    75.69
L & W Heating Gas Service Kingswood 				£    84.00
WBC Print July 							£    95.00
WBC Print August 							£    38.00
Cheshire Community Action 25/26 				£    50.00
Gate Keeper September Salary Top Up 				£    31.80
Gate Keeper August Salary Top Up 				£    31.80
Clerks Expenses July / Aug / September				£  276.90
PKF Littlejohn LLP External Audit 24/25				£  504.00
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committed that all payments be    made
	
[bookmark: _Hlk167725341]C47.6 Monthly Accounts & Bank Reconciliation (July / August 2025)

The Clerk had produced reports detailing the payments, receipts account and reconciliation for the months of July and August 2025 and it was
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the balance be noted and the report be accepted     

[bookmark: _Hlk179802142]C47.7Kingswood Community Centre

The  Clerk reported that the Wasp Group had reduced their  usage to 15 hours per week, additionally a Yoga Group were now utilising the hall on a weekly basis 
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the report be noted

C47.8Pavilion Centre
	
	Main Agenda.

C47.9Play Area – Pavilion

Nil 

C47.10Play Area – Collins Green

Nil 
	
C47.11Play Area Inspections

[bookmark: _Hlk66704944]	Nil

C47.12Fir Tree Community Ground

	Nil

	C47.13Pitches

[bookmark: _Hlk81570589]Nil

[bookmark: _Hlk203306964][bookmark: _Hlk103339401][bookmark: _Hlk129601402]C47.14Quotations Received

	Nil

C47.15External Auditors report

	It was noted that the reported from the external auditor had been received The report concluded the following;-

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Agar is in accordance with proper practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The smaller Authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the 2024/25 for the exercise of public right, by answering yes to section 1. Assertion 4. However as was disclosed last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered No to this assertion. It had also declared that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from the internal and external audit, by answering Yes to section 1 assertion 7, which on the basis of the above is not correct.

The Clerk reported that this matter was in relation to the publishing / displaying Public Rights Notification. It was noted that the Clerk had not posted the document on the Website due to user difficulties but the document had been displayed on the Parish’s notice boards, as many other Parish Councils use this method and it was 
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the Clerks keeps the Website upto date

C47.16Forshaws Thanksgiving Trust

	The Clerk reported that she had received two cheques from the shares to the value of £801.93 and it was
	Recommended that the Clerk bank the cheques in the appropriate account

C47.17Christmas Tree / Callands

	The Clerk reported that the Borough Council would not be supplying Christmas trees and it was 
	Recommended by the Finance-Sub-Committee that the Clerks finds another supplier for the Callands tree

C48   Planning Agenda (17 September 2025)

Councillor Marc Rufus reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting also in attendance was Councillor Kate Eglinton
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council.

C48.1Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Kevin Cox and Daniel Peers.

C48.2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

No Declarations of Interest had been received or recorded.

[bookmark: _Hlk198288252][bookmark: _Hlk179806880]C48.3 Documents Received
1.
 
Councils and Clerks Direct
 
2.
 
WBC 
–
 
Comm Review Update 
–
 
emailed to all
 
3.
 
Intermodal Logistics Park North 
–
 
sent to 
all
 
4.
 
Tritax Big Box 
–
 
Intermodal Logistics Park North (ILP North)
 
5.
 
Horse Welfare Concern
 
6.
 
Cllr T Murray 
–
 
Information request
 
7.
 
Horse Welfare Concern
 
8.
 
LUF Workshop Slides
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
9.
 
Cllr A Guthrie 
–
 
LUF 
–
 
Financial Matters 
–
 
Separation of Parish
 
–
 
Emailed to all
 
10.
 
Cllr B Gallagher 
–
 
Support of Cllr A Guthries email (no 9 
–
 
above)
 
–
 
Emailed to all
 
11.
 
WBC John Davies 
-
 
LUF Update 
–
 
Transportation
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
12.
 
Email 
–
 
John Bibby 
–
 
Possible Westbrook Library Closure
 
–
 
emailed to 
all
 
13.
 
Email Cllr H Patel 
–
 
Westbrook Library
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
14.
 
Email Cllr T Higgins 
–
 
Westbrook Library
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
15.
 
Email Cllr B Gallagher 
–
 
Renaming of the Pavilion
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
16.
 
Email Cllr A Guthrie 
–
 
Reply to Cllr H Patel 
–
 
Westbrook Library
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
17.
 
Email Cllr T Murray 
–
 
Modular Units 
–
 
LUF
 
18.
 
Email Cllr J White 
–
 
Modular Units 
–
 
LUF
 
19.
 
Email 
–
 
Wasps 
–
 
Room Hire
 
20.
 
Email 
–
 
WBC Corporate Strategy 
–
 
emailed to all
 
21.
 
Email 
–
 
WBC 
–
 
Westbrook Library 
–
 
emailed to all
 
22.
 
Email 
–
 
Police Reports 
–
 
emailed to all
 
23.
 
Tritax Big Box Intermodal Logistics Park
 

	0 General Item of Correspondence 
6 Domestic Planning Application
6 Non-Domestic Planning Application
0 Prior Notifications under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town, and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)
0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application
0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted
0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused
0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 
0 Notice of Permitted Development
0 Notice of Decision – Approved
0 The Planning Inspectorate
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry
10 Enforcement Notices Received and Closed 
0 Town and Country Act 1991 – Appeal Under S78 Against Refusal of House Holder Application 
0 WBC Development Control Agenda
0 WBC Cat D Listing
0 Ward List
Recommended by the Planning Sub-Committee that the above documents received be noted 

C49	Correspondence 
1	Illegal Traveller Ste
2 	Cllr A Guthrie – July Library Update
3	Cllr N Catlow – Planning Application – Food Waste Site
4	WBC – Town Centre CIA
5	WBC Gorsey Lane Site
6	WBC – Gorsey Lane Site
7	E Ritchie – Burtonwood Footpaths
8	Police and Crime Commissioner – Leaflets
9	Clerks and Councils Direct
10	The Clerk
11	Cllr N Catlow – The Bolt of Lightning
12	Cllr B Gallagher – Wild Flowers
 Resolved by the Council that all correspondence be noted

C50	Burtonwood Reports / Updates

Councillor Kevin Burgess reported on the following matters;-
· All footpaths have been completed on Lumber Lane
· Flooding hotspots – working with WBC
· Gully suckers in operation
· WBC – Abuse of Members and Staff
· Clothes and Shoe bank now placed outside Co-op
· Devolution going forward – will have more say locally
· Green bin on corner of Farmers Lane needs to be replaced
· Traveller sites
· Fiddle in the Bag – has now been sold
· Bolt of Lightning
· Complaints in relation to parking opposite to the Ruby Field – while games were in play – nuisance parking
· Wild Flowers
· Phipps Lane / Green Lane – school time parking issues, restrictions now in place, leaflets to be distributed, parking to be encouraged at the Club – then walking school bus 
Resolved by the Council that Councillor K Burgess’s report be noted

Councillor Jan White reported on the following matter;-
· Lumber Lane pathway – all grass now removed and pavements made good
· Westbrook JFC are now sited at Burtonwood Community Schools grounds
· Green Lane – Phipps Lane parking restriction notices are in place, but no enforcements in place
· Attended Poverty Action at the Gateway – no food deliveries in Burtonwood for the last couple of months 
· Quarterly Magazine to be distributed next week
Resolved by the Council that Councillor J White’s report be noted

[bookmark: _Hlk93236505]C51   Old Hall Reports / Updates

Councillor Jason Webb reported on the following matters;-
· Resident complaint in regard to trees at the back of Gullivers World Theme Park – it was noted that the tree work had now been completed 
· Food Bank Collections
Resolved by the Council that Councillor J Webb’s report be noted

C52	Westbrook Reports / Updates

[bookmark: _Hlk200188235]	Councillor Brian Scrutton-Morgan reported on the following matter; -
· Vehicles parking on Carina Park – would speak to PSCO Stephen Heaps over the matter
· Overgrown trees at the back of Carina Park – contacted the Woodland Trust over the matter
Resolved by the Council that Councillor B Scrutton-Morgan’s report be noted

[bookmark: _Hlk211171029][bookmark: _Hlk211164835]	Councillor Alan Guthrie reported on the following matter; -
· Westbrook Big Party – very good evening, the following charities had been benefactors of the money collected – Crossfields Vipers Junior Rugby League Club, Mattiola Juniors Football Club and St Roccos (Training for volunteers to support recently bereaved people in Westbrook) additionally £330 went towards the running costs and public liability insurance for the Westbrook and Callands Communities Group who organised the event
· The merits of Wild Flower planting on Land Trust land
Resolved by the Council that Councillor A Guthrie’s report be noted

	Councillor Nigel Catlow reported on the following matters; -
· Vintage car show at Gullivers World Theme Park – well attended even though the weather was very poor 
· The need to advertise the Burtonwood Air Base Heritage Centre
Resolved by the Council that Councillor N Catlow’s report be noted

	Councillor Kate Eglinton reported on the following matters; -
· Westbrook Library – The newly organised group (Westbrook Library CIC) had met to discuss new initiatives for the service, it was noted that all unused books had been removed, this would facilitate a larger space for other users, new flooring was to be installed, the local college would be putting on courses for residents, there would be IT drop in sessions and coffee mornings
· Callands untidy footpaths had been reported to the Borough Council, 
· Kingswood Crescent had been tidied up
· Work had been completed outside the store - ASDA 
Resolved by the Council that Councillor K Eglinton’s report be noted

Councillor M Rufus reported on the following matters;-
· Meeting with PCSO in relation to issues regarding Carina Park
· Dog Fouling
· Loose kerb stones
· Met with Calland Primary School head and deputy
· Flags Cromwell Avenue - hazard.
Resolved by the Council that Councillor M Rufus’s report be noted

C53	Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered

C54	Burtonwood Gorsey Lane Site - Rebuild
	
	Members were asked to consider the internal space of the draft new design, the Council Members discussed the matter at some length, Councillor J Guthrie viewed that the draft design was not right for Burtonwood, Councillor Ceri Mitchell viewed that a new plan and new design was needed.
Resolved by the Council that the Members view was forwarded by the Parish Council Working party to the Borough Councils forthcoming project plan group meeting

C55	Staffing Matters – Additional Hours Worked

	The Clerk reported that herself and the caretaker had accrued additional hours on top of their contracted hours.

	The Clerks hours had been accrued (+38 hours) due to her covering the caretakers leave, the caretakers hours had been accrued (+24 hours) due to him covering the Clerks hours while on leave and maintenance visits from suppliers and it was 
[bookmark: _Hlk211173277]Resolved by the Committee that the Clerks report be noted

C55	Staffing Matters – Staff Pay Awards 2025/2026

The Clerk reported that the new Real Living Wage figure would be gain in October,  backdated payment would be implemented from November, it was noted that she was still waiting for salary increase figure from the Borough Council for herself.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

Signed as a true record……..…………….
		                                                                                      
Cllr Nigel Catlow    
Deputy Chairperson
   15 October 2025
2

