
BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 18 March 2026 at 
7.30 pm –  Venue – Gulliver World Theme Park

Present			Chairperson				Ward

*				J Webb (IND)			Old Hall
				 		
Vice Chairperson 

*                         		N Catlow (IND)			Westbrook	
									
				Council Members

*				J Guthrie (L)				Burtonwood
*                                          M Hattersley (IND)			Burtonwood 
*		K Burgess (L)			Burtonwood
*				J White (IND) 			Burtonwood 	
*				A Grewal (L)				Burtonwood	
*				C Mitchell (L)				Burtonwood
				B Gallagher (L)			Westbrook	
				M Rufus (L)		 		Westbrook	
*				K Eglinton (L) 			Westbrook
*				Barrie Morgan-Scrutton (L)		Westbrook
*				Brian Morgan-Scrutton (L)		Westbrook
*				D Peers (IND) 			Westbrook
*				A Guthrie (L)				Westbrook 
*				D Gallagher (L)			Westbrook
				
						 					
			*	Denotes Councillor present at Council

[bookmark: _Hlk97724889]Also present		Clerk to the Council – Julie Pickles	
				Ann Doyle
				Carl Knapper
				Mark Hattersley
				Amarjit Grewal
				Heather Copperwheat
				Alan Whyte								
		
C114	Apologies

[bookmark: _Hlk72323170]An apology for absence had been received from Councillors Brian Gallagher and Marc Rufus.

[bookmark: _Hlk182395129]C115   Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

[bookmark: _Hlk214198254][bookmark: _Hlk199852557]No declarations of interest had been received.

C116   Parish Council Co-option

It was noted that the Parish Council had two vacancies for co-option due to non-attendance (Burtonwood Ward).

The Clerk reported that three local residents had forwarded their interest for the positions.

Mark Hattersley
Amarjit Grewal
Carl Knapper

The vote took place for the first seat

Mark Hattersley	4 Votes
Amarjit Grewal	7 Votes
Carl Knapper		0 Votes

Resolved by the Council that Amarjit Grewal was duly elected, he took his seat at the Members table, signed his acceptance of office, code of conduct and his declaration of interest form. 

The vote took place for the second seat

Mark Hattersley	12 Votes
Carl Knapper		0 Votes

Resolved by the Council that Mark Hattersley was duly elected, he took his seat at the Members table, signed his acceptance of office, code of conduct and his declaration of interest form. 

It was noted that Councillor D Gallagher entered the meeting part way through the agenda item – Councillor D Gallagher took no part in the discussion or the vote thereon.

Thanks to Carl Knapper for his interest and attendance.

C117   Westbrook Library and Community Centre

Heather Copperwheat was in attendance to update the Members in relation to the Library and Community Centre, it was noted that the voluntary group had taken over the centre running from early January 2026.

Heather gave the Members background information in relation to finance, footfall and volunteer numbers.

· Proposed Closure of Westbrook Library – in February 2025, Warrington Borough Council proposed closing the Westbrook Library as part of the Council’s plans to reverse the library services across Warrington amid significant financial challenges. This was due to its lower performance compared to other libraries in the Town. Westbrook is Warrington’s only community library that is not within a council owned building, therefore the Council has to pay rent. 
· It was noted that during the consultation period Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council had pledged £10,000 to help subsidise the Westbrook Libraries running cost  for financial year 2025/2026.This funding from the Parish Council was instrumental in reversing the Borough Councils decision to close the library. 
· Westbrook Library Friends CIC
· January 2026 2300 Visitors
· February 2026 3066 Visitors
· Very active Facebook presence
· 8 regular activities a week generating income for the library +5K PA
· Hosted 10 one off workshops and events
· Secure grants to fund wellbeing activities
· The cost of running the building circa £35K per year
· Currently have two rentable spaces
· Shortly renovating an large office / storeroom to create an additional hireable room / storeroom to create an additional hireable room / therapy room, with thanks to Westbrook and Callands Communities Association grant of £1000
· Making the Building fit for purpose
· Renovation proposal – change the flooring from carpet to vinyl to facilitate exercise / dance classes, and Install blackout blinds to facilitate hirers such as Clubacise
· Renovation costs and Funding (Inc of Vat)
Blackout Blinds							£  2627.66
Vinyl flooring							£  4970.00
Acoustic Particians						£27217.92
Total cost							£34815.58
Funding Secure for renovations
Great Sankey PC Grant					£  5000.00
WBC Cadent Gas Fund					£15000.00 	
Shortfall								£14815.58

Heather talked about the shortfall in funding and provisionally asked the Parish Council to help financially with this funding.

Resolved that the Parish Council agreed to this request in principle although the actual amount of funding was not discussed, this would be considered at a further meeting of the Parish Council, Heather was thanked for her attendance and for all the hard work that Heather and her volunteers had done. 		


C118	Community / Policing Issues 
	
	Councillor K Burgess reported that a new PCSO had been appointed to the area – contact details will be forwarded to Parish Council when known.
Resolved that the Council noted the report
	
C119	Minutes of the Previous Meeting (18  February 2026)
	
	It was resolved by the Council that the minutes from the meeting held on 18 February 2026 were read and approved as a correct record

C120	 Matters Arising	

	Nil

[bookmark: _Hlk198283638]C121	Finance Sub-Committee - Agenda (18 March 2026)

[bookmark: _Hlk77339020]The Chairperson (Cllr Jason Webb) reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself, Councillors Alan Guthrie, Nigel Catlow, Ceri Mitchell and Jan White.
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council.

C121.1 Apologies

No apologies for absence had been received, all Members were present. 

C121.2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

No declaration of interest had been recieved.

C121.3 Application(s) for Grant

An application for grant had been received from Westbrook St Philips School to part fund a replacement heating system and it was 
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that a grant of £1000 be awarded

An application for grant had been received from Callands Primary Academy  to part fund outdoor cinema equipment and it was 
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that a grant of £500 be awarded

C121.4 Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings (February / March 2026)  

	Nil
			
C121.5 Accounts Requiring Payment (March 2026)

[bookmark: _Hlk148352795][bookmark: _Hlk95659275][bookmark: _Hlk126931207][bookmark: _Hlk193024612][bookmark: _Hlk123813066]Winwick PC Litter Picker March 2026 					£2020.00
WBC Print 									£  103.00
Ionos Web Site February / March 2026					£    13.85
WBC 3rd Quarter Play Area Inspection 					£  309.91
WBC 4th Quarter Play Area Inspection 					£  309.91
Clerks Expenses Feb/March 2026 					£  111.90
WBC Trade Waste Kingswood Centre 					£1339.00
Microsoft 365 Annual Subscription 					£    84.99
Q4 HMRC PAYE								£2369.74
Caretaker Kingswood Extra Hours					£  279.70
Clerks Extra Hours 								£  732.62
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committed that all payments be    made

[bookmark: _Hlk167725341]C121.6 Monthly Accounts & Bank Reconciliation (February 2026)

The Clerk had produced a report detailing the payments, receipts account and reconciliation for the month of February 2026 and it was
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the balance be noted and the report be accepted     
	
[bookmark: _Hlk179802142]C121.7 Kingswood Community Centre

	Nil

C121.8 Pavilion Centre
	
	Moved to main agenda – Part 2

C121.9 Play Area – Pavilion

It was noted that the car park adjacent to the play area had unlevel ruts and it was 
Recommended by the Finance Su-Committee that the Clerks order the repair to the car park  

C121.10Play Area – Collins Green

Nil 
	
C121.11Play Area Inspections

[bookmark: _Hlk66704944]	Nil

C121.12Fir Tree Community Ground

	Nil


	C121.13Pitches

It was noted that the Clerk had received a request from Matthiola JFC to place a container for storage on the site and it was 
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that permission for the siting of a storage container be approved 

[bookmark: _Hlk203306964][bookmark: _Hlk103339401][bookmark: _Hlk129601402]C121.14Quotations Received

	Nil

C122   Planning Agenda (18 March 2026)

Councillor Dan Peers reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting, also in attendance was Councillor Kate Eglinton.
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council.

C122.1Apologies

An apology for absence had been received from Councillor Marc Rufus.

C122.2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

No Declarations of Interest had been received.

[bookmark: _Hlk198288252][bookmark: _Hlk179806880]C122.3 Documents Received
1.
 
Councils and Clerks Direct
 
2.
 
WBC 
–
 
Comm Review Update 
–
 
emailed to all
 
3.
 
Intermodal Logistics Park North 
–
 
sent to 
all
 
4.
 
Tritax Big Box 
–
 
Intermodal Logistics Park North (ILP North)
 
5.
 
Horse Welfare Concern
 
6.
 
Cllr T Murray 
–
 
Information request
 
7.
 
Horse Welfare Concern
 
8.
 
LUF Workshop Slides
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
9.
 
Cllr A Guthrie 
–
 
LUF 
–
 
Financial Matters 
–
 
Separation of Parish
 
–
 
Emailed to all
 
10.
 
Cllr B Gallagher 
–
 
Support of Cllr A Guthries email (no 9 
–
 
above)
 
–
 
Emailed to all
 
11.
 
WBC John Davies 
-
 
LUF Update 
–
 
Transportation
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
12.
 
Email 
–
 
John Bibby 
–
 
Possible Westbrook Library Closure
 
–
 
emailed to 
all
 
13.
 
Email Cllr H Patel 
–
 
Westbrook Library
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
14.
 
Email Cllr T Higgins 
–
 
Westbrook Library
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
15.
 
Email Cllr B Gallagher 
–
 
Renaming of the Pavilion
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
16.
 
Email Cllr A Guthrie 
–
 
Reply to Cllr H Patel 
–
 
Westbrook Library
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
17.
 
Email Cllr T Murray 
–
 
Modular Units 
–
 
LUF
 
18.
 
Email Cllr J White 
–
 
Modular Units 
–
 
LUF
 
19.
 
Email 
–
 
Wasps 
–
 
Room Hire
 
20.
 
Email 
–
 
WBC Corporate Strategy 
–
 
emailed to all
 
21.
 
Email 
–
 
WBC 
–
 
Westbrook Library 
–
 
emailed to all
 
22.
 
Email 
–
 
Police Reports 
–
 
emailed to all
 
23.
 
Tritax Big Box Intermodal Logistics Park
 

	0 General Item of Correspondence 
3 Domestic Planning Applications
1 Non-Domestic Planning Application
0 Prior Notifications under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town, and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)
0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application
0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted
0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused
0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 
0 Notice of Permitted Development
0 Notice of Decision – Approved
0 The Planning Inspectorate
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry
6 Enforcement Notices Received and Closed 
0 Town and Country Act 1991 – Appeal Under S78 Against Refusal of House Holder Application 
0 WBC Development Control Agenda
0 WBC Cat D Listing
0 Ward List
Recommended by the Planning Sub-Committee that the above documents received be noted 

C123	Correspondence 
1 H Copperwheat – Westbrook Library
2 Police Report – March 2026
3 The Clerk and Councils Direct
4 Matthiola JFC – Request for storage on Pavilion site
5 Reply from Chief Constable – PCSO S Heaps
6 WBC – Burtonwood Community Centre Lease
7 Cllr K Burgess – Cheshire Constabulary
8 Assistant Chief Constable – PCSO’s
9 The Clerk
10 Carl Knapper – PC Vacancy – Expression of Interest
11 Mark Hattersley – PC Vacancy – Expression of Interest
12 Amarjit Grewal – PC Vacancy – Expression of Interest
  Resolved by the Council that all correspondence be noted

C124	Burtonwood Reports / Updates

Councillor Kevin Burgess reported on the following matter;-
· New grit bin
· The need for the hedge adjacent to the football pitches be cut back
· Dealing with overgrown hedges on pathways (Lumber Lane and Clay Lane)
Resolved by the Council that Councillor K Burgess’s report be noted

[bookmark: _Hlk93236505]C125   Old Hall Reports / Updates

Nil

C126	Westbrook Reports / Updates

[bookmark: _Hlk200188235]
[bookmark: _Hlk211171029][bookmark: _Hlk211164835]	Councillor Nigel Catlow reported on the following matters; -
· Food Bank Collection (March) – Thanks to everyone that has given to the collection
· Cutting back of the hedges on Westbrook Way 
Resolved by the Council that Councillor N Catlow’s report be noted

	Councillor Dan Peers reported on the following matter; -
· Completion of the new play area at St Philips School – really pleased with the new kit
Resolved by the Council that Councillor D Peers’s report be noted

C127	Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered



C128	Burtonwood LUF – Pavilion Building
	
	Councillor J White reported that a basic scope had now been done in relation to the refurbishment of the Pavilion Building and the information had been forwarded to the Borough Councils project team.

	It was noted that this matter would be discussed further at the following meeting of the project board.

	Councill J White was thanked for all her hard work in relation to the above and it was
	Resolved by the Council that Councillor J Whites report and update be noted

C129	Staffing 

	The Clerk reported that both herself and the Caretaker had accumulated additional hours, from October 2025 to the present time and it was
	Resolved by the Council that the additional hours worked by the employees be renumerated



The meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 

Signed as a true record……..…………….
		                                                                                      
Cllr Jason Webb    
Chairperson
   15 April 2026
2

