
BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 21 January 2026 at 
7.30 pm –  Venue – Gullivers World Theme Park

Present			Chairperson				Ward

*				J Webb (IND)			Old Hall
				 		
Vice Chairperson 

*                         		N Catlow (IND)			Westbrook	
									
				Council Members

*				J Guthrie (L)				Burtonwood
                                           Vacancy				Burtonwood 
*		K Burgess (L)			Burtonwood
*				J White (IND) 			Burtonwood 	
				Vacancy 				Burtonwood	
*				C Mitchell (L)				Burtonwood
				B Gallagher (L)			Westbrook	
*				M Rufus (L)		 		Westbrook	
				K Eglinton (L) 			Westbrook
*				Barrie Morgan-Scrutton (L)		Westbrook
*				Brian Morgan-Scrutton (L)		Westbrook
				D Peers (IND) 			Westbrook
*				A Guthrie (L)				Westbrook 
				D Gallagher (L)			Westbrook
				
						 					
			*	Denotes Councillor present at Council

[bookmark: _Hlk97724889]Also present		Clerk to the Council – Julie Pickles	
				Ann Doyle
Chris Doyle
				
		
C85	Apologies

[bookmark: _Hlk72323170]An apology for absence had been received from Councillors Kate Eglinton, Kevin Cox, Brian Gallagher, Diane Gallagher and Dan Perrs

[bookmark: _Hlk182395129]C86   Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

[bookmark: _Hlk214198254][bookmark: _Hlk199852557]A declaration of interest received was made in reference to C89.3 (2 x grant applications) by Cllr A Guthrie, it was noted that Councillor A Guthrie took no part in the discussions or the votes there on.

C87	Community / Policing Issues 
	
	Although not in attendance, PCSO Stephen Heaps had emailed his report and this had been circulated to Members.

	It was reported that Warrington North  MP Charlotte Nicols was to meet with the PCC Dan Price to discuss the future redundancies of the PCSO’s in Cheshire and it was 
Resolved that the Council noted the report
	
C88	Minutes of the Previous Meeting (19 November 2025)
	
	It was resolved by the Council that the minutes from the meeting held on 19 November 2025 were read and approved as a correct record

C89	 Matters Arising	

	Nil

[bookmark: _Hlk198283638]C90	Finance Sub-Committee - Agenda (21 January 2026)

[bookmark: _Hlk77339020]The Chairperson (Cllr Jason Webb) reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself, Councillors Nigel Catlow, Alan Guthrie, Jan White and Ceri Mitchell.
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council.

C90.1 Apologies

No apologies for absence had been received. 

C90.2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

A declaration of interest received was made in reference to C89.3 (2 x grant applications) by Cllr A Guthrie, it was noted that Councillor A Guthrie took no part in the discussions or the votes there on.

C90.3 Application(s) for Grant

Westbrook and Callands Communities had submitted a grant application (£500)  to aid their annual Big Westbrook Party (10th Year) and it was 
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that a grant of £500 be awarded

Whittle Hall JFT had submitted a grant application (£400) to replace the Under 14s Lions Team kit and it was  
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that a grant of £400 be awarded

C90.4 Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings (December 2025)  

	Winwick PC Litter Picker December 2025			£2020.00
WBC Printing 							£    19.00 
Norton Anti-Virus Annual Subscription				£    64.99
WBC Wildflowers 2025 						£2470.90 
WBC Westbrook Library Grant 				         £10000.00
Zurich Municipal Annual Insurance 26/27 			£3286.16
AEG Maintenance Kingswood Divider 				£  365.40
Clerks Expenses December 2025					£    65.84
J Pickles December Salary Top Up 				£    42.82
D Oldham December Salary Top Up 				£    44.05
S Clutton December Salary Top Up 				£    52.58
HMRC Q3 PAYE 							£3678.65
	Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committed that the report be noted

			
C90.5 Accounts Requiring Payment (January 2026)

[bookmark: _Hlk148352795][bookmark: _Hlk95659275][bookmark: _Hlk126931207][bookmark: _Hlk193024612][bookmark: _Hlk123813066]Winwick PC Litter Picker January 						£2020.00
Ionos Website Dec/Jan 					            	£    13.85
Clerks and Councils Direct 						£    15.50
Information Commissioners – Renewal 2026		 		£    52.00
D Platt Burtonwood Christmas Tree 					£2533.98
Clerks Expenses December / January 					£    76.05
WBC Xmas Lighting – Callands 						£  872.02
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committed that all payments be    made
	
[bookmark: _Hlk167725341]C90.6 Monthly Accounts & Bank Reconciliation (November / December 2025)

The Clerk had produced reports detailing the payments, receipts account and reconciliation for the months of November and December 2025 and it was
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the balance be noted and the report be accepted     

C90.7 Budget Monitoring Report (9 Months Actual & 3 Months Forecast)

The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of December 2025 and the forecasted reconciliation up to the end of the current financial year and it was 
Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the report be accepted and that all spending be kept within the forecasted figures 



C90.8 Parish Precept 2026/2027

The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from the Borough Council requesting the setting of the forthcoming year’s precept.

The precept setting was discussed at great length, with the following points discussed further at the meeting of Council;-

· [bookmark: _Hlk156217267]Ongoing/forthcoming projects to consider
· Pavilion Building demolition / LUF Match Funding
· Repairs to Pavilion Car Park
· Repairs / renewals to the Kingswood Centre – new windows and doors
· Westbrook Outside Gym
· Westbrook Library 26/27
· Litter Picker Costs
· PWLB
· PAYE / Pension Liability
· Election Costs

[bookmark: _Hlk95661142][bookmark: _Hlk156217605]Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council Precept be set at £ £135,437 which equated to a 4.5% increase on the current year, for the forthcoming financial year of 2026/2027

C90.9 Parish Council Insurance Renewal

	It was noted that the Parish Council Insurance was renewed in December. 

C90.10 Parish Council Tractor Insurance 

It was noted that the Parish Council tractor insurance was yet to be received.

C90.11 Banking Arrangements 2026/2027 

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the Parish Council continues with its banking arrangements with the National Westminister Bank PLC

C90.12Appointment of Internal / External Auditor 2025/2026

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that Mrs. J Ashcroft be requested to conclude the internal audit for the forthcoming financial year, it was noted that the appointment of an external auditor was contracted regionally. 

C90.13Appointment of Accountant – End of Year Accounts 2025/2026

[bookmark: _Hlk127105876]Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that Mrs. C Fellows be requested to produce the Year End Accounts for the current financial year 
.
C90.14Appointment to Compile Asset Register – 31 March 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk95662462]Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that Mrs. C Fellows be requested to update the Parish Asset Register to 31 March 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk127106091]C90.15Parish Council Meeting Venues (Civic Year 2026-2027)

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that for the forthcoming Civic Year the Parish Councils meetings take place at The Community Centre in Burtonwood and Gullivers Theme Park (Hotel Conference Room) (Alternate Months)

C90.16Hall and Pitch Hire Review – April 2026

	(COMMUNITY CENTRES AND PITCHES) 

[bookmark: _Hlk69732711]Kingwood Parish Hall (Casual Users) 2026/2027

Parties (General – Main Hall)			Per Hour 		£31.50 
           Main Hall (Non-Community)			Per Hour		£25.00 
Main Hall (Community)				Per Hour		£16.00
Meeting Room (Non-Community)			Per Hour		£19.00
Meeting Room (Community)			Per Hour		£13.00

Pavilion Football Pitches 2026/2027

Junior Football per team £  115.00 	
Senior Football per team £ 200.00  

Fir Tree Lane Rugby Pitches 2026/2027

Junior Rugby per team £ 110.00  
Senior Rugby per team £162.00

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the hire of premises and pitches be raised to the above, it was further noted that user costs had not been raised for the last 5 years 

[bookmark: _Hlk179802142]C90.17Kingswood Community Centre

	Nil

C90.18Pavilion Centre
	
	Nil

C90.19Play Area – Pavilion

Nil 

C90.20Play Area – Collins Green

Nil 
	
C90.21Play Area Inspections

[bookmark: _Hlk66704944]	Nil

C90.22Fir Tree Community Ground

	Nil

	C90.23Pitches

It was noted that two additional teams had requested to play on the football pitches for a period of 12 months only (Whittle Hall JFT), the Clerk reported that she would meet with the teams prior to the next meeting of Council.

[bookmark: _Hlk203306964][bookmark: _Hlk103339401][bookmark: _Hlk129601402]C90.24Quotations Received

	The Clerk had received a quote for a replacement defib unit to replace the one on the Kingswood Centre at a cost of £942 inc vat and it was 
	Recommended by the Finance Sub Committee that the replacement unit be purchased

C90.25 Chairpersons Allowance

	The Finance Sub Committee recommended that the allowance not be raised and stay at £250

C91   Planning Agenda (21 January 2026)

Councillor Marc Rufuss reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee meeting.
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council.

C91.1Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Kevin Cox, Dan Peers and Kate Eglinton.

C91.2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

No Declarations of Interest had been received or recorded.

[bookmark: _Hlk198288252][bookmark: _Hlk179806880]C91.3 Documents Received
1.
 
Councils and Clerks Direct
 
2.
 
WBC 
–
 
Comm Review Update 
–
 
emailed to all
 
3.
 
Intermodal Logistics Park North 
–
 
sent to 
all
 
4.
 
Tritax Big Box 
–
 
Intermodal Logistics Park North (ILP North)
 
5.
 
Horse Welfare Concern
 
6.
 
Cllr T Murray 
–
 
Information request
 
7.
 
Horse Welfare Concern
 
8.
 
LUF Workshop Slides
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
9.
 
Cllr A Guthrie 
–
 
LUF 
–
 
Financial Matters 
–
 
Separation of Parish
 
–
 
Emailed to all
 
10.
 
Cllr B Gallagher 
–
 
Support of Cllr A Guthries email (no 9 
–
 
above)
 
–
 
Emailed to all
 
11.
 
WBC John Davies 
-
 
LUF Update 
–
 
Transportation
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
12.
 
Email 
–
 
John Bibby 
–
 
Possible Westbrook Library Closure
 
–
 
emailed to 
all
 
13.
 
Email Cllr H Patel 
–
 
Westbrook Library
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
14.
 
Email Cllr T Higgins 
–
 
Westbrook Library
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
15.
 
Email Cllr B Gallagher 
–
 
Renaming of the Pavilion
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
16.
 
Email Cllr A Guthrie 
–
 
Reply to Cllr H Patel 
–
 
Westbrook Library
 
–
 
emailed to all
 
17.
 
Email Cllr T Murray 
–
 
Modular Units 
–
 
LUF
 
18.
 
Email Cllr J White 
–
 
Modular Units 
–
 
LUF
 
19.
 
Email 
–
 
Wasps 
–
 
Room Hire
 
20.
 
Email 
–
 
WBC Corporate Strategy 
–
 
emailed to all
 
21.
 
Email 
–
 
WBC 
–
 
Westbrook Library 
–
 
emailed to all
 
22.
 
Email 
–
 
Police Reports 
–
 
emailed to all
 
23.
 
Tritax Big Box Intermodal Logistics Park
 

	0 General Item of Correspondence 
10Domestic Planning Application
5 Non-Domestic Planning Application
0 Prior Notifications under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town, and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)
0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application
0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted
0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused
0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 
0 Notice of Permitted Development
0 Notice of Decision – Approved
0 The Planning Inspectorate
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation
0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry
8 Enforcement Notices Received and Closed 
0 Town and Country Act 1991 – Appeal Under S78 Against Refusal of House Holder Application 
0 WBC Development Control Agenda
0 WBC Cat D Listing
0 Ward List
Recommended by the Planning Sub-Committee that the above documents received be noted 

C92	Correspondence 

1. Police and Crime Commissioner – Budget
2. WBC – Improvement and Recovery Briefing to Parish Councils
3. Consultation for ILPN
4. WBC Warrington North Local Regeneration Fund – Project Update (Burtonwood Access Scheme)
5. WBC – Precept
6. WBC Local Government Boundary Review (Ward)
7. PCC – December Message
8. Email Pil Hurst – Defibs
9. Cheshire Constabulary – Neighbourhood Policing in Cheshire
10. PCC – Redundancies
11. M Group Ltd – Telecomm Base Station Upgrade – Europa Boulevard
12. Charlotte Nichols MP – Police Redundancies
13. PCC – January Newsletter
14. The Clerk
15. Cllr A Guthrie – Boundary Commission – Teams Meeting
16. PCC – PCSO Redundancies
17. Whittle Hall JFC – Request to play on large pitch x 2 teams
18. Clerks and Councils Direct
19. Cllr K Burgess – Defibs
20. Phil Hurst – Replacement Defib
21. MP Charlotte Nichols – RE PCSO’s
22. PCSO Heaps – Police Report
23. Alan McKinnon – Repair Café in Warrington West
24. T Murray - Confidential
  Resolved by the Council that all correspondence be noted

C93	Burtonwood Reports / Updates

Councillor Kevin Burgess reported on the following matters;-
· Broken Grit Bin on Tan House Lane (near bench) it was noted that the Clerk had requested a replacement
· Old Alder Lane – Police presence
· Restoration of Water Wats – Trans Pennine Way
· Local Flooding
·  Community Pay Back
Resolved by the Council that Councillor K Burgess’s report be noted

Councillor Jan White reported on the following matter;-
· Woody Wombles to commence litter picks within the village
Resolved by the Council that Councillor J White’s report be noted

[bookmark: _Hlk93236505]C94   Old Hall Reports / Updates

Nil

C95	Westbrook Reports / Updates

[bookmark: _Hlk200188235]	Councillor Brial Morgan-Scrutton reported on the following matter; -
· Dog Fouling
Resolved by the Council that Councillor B Morgan-Scrutton’s report be noted

[bookmark: _Hlk211171029][bookmark: _Hlk211164835]	Councillor Alan Guthrie reported on the following matters; -
· Westbrook Library Service Update 
· Friends of Westbrook Library to attend February or March meeting of the Parish Council  - agenda item (Heather Copperwheat)
· Heather Copperwheat attended the Great Sankey Parish Council to request financial support for the Library
· Westbrook and Callands Communities gave a grant to Library CIC of £1000 for the redevelopment of the Library staff room as a gesture of support
Resolved by the Council that Councillor A Guthrie’s report be noted

	Councillor Marc Rufus reported on the following matters; -
· Overgrown hedges and trees
· Street lighting
· Dog Fouling
· Roots coming through the pavements adjacent to the Miller and Carter Public House
Resolved by the Council that Councillor M Rufus’s report be noted

C96	Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered

C97	Burtonwood LUF – Pavilion Building
	
	It was noted that due to spiraling costs the LUF grant would not be able to cover the extent that Members wanted for the new build.

It was suggested that a structural survey be completed to see whether the building was sound to allow for redevelopment of the existing Pavilion and it was  
	Resolved by the Council that a structural survey be gained, this would be organised by Councillor J White

C98	Member Matters – Non-Attendance

The Clerk reported that two Members had not attended a Parish Council meeting for a period of six calendar months, it was noted that she would now report the vacancies to the Borough Councils Election department.
[bookmark: _Hlk214205176]Resolved by the Council that the report was noted

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 

Signed as a true record……..…………….
		                                                                                      
Cllr Jason Webb    
Chairperson
   18 February 2026
2

