BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held virtually by Zoom, on Wednesday, 20 January 2021 at 7.30 pm

Present


Chairman



Ward





K Burgess (L) 


Burtonwood 

Vice Chairman

*



Ceri Mitchell (L)


Westbrook










Council Members

*



Cathy Mitchell (L)


Burtonwood 



A Abbey (L)
 


Burtonwood 





J Joyce (L)



Burtonwood 

*



I Murphy  (L)



Burtonwood 

*



A Guthrie (L) 


Westbrook

*



J Guthrie (L) 



Westbrook
*



S Krizanac (L) 


Westbrook 




D Gallagher (L)


Westbrook

*



B MacLaren
 


Westbrook

*



M Rufus (L)



Westbrook





Vacancy



Westbrook





Vacancy



Westbrook





B Gallagher (L)


Westbrook



*



M Smith (LD)



Old Hall 




*
Denotes Councillor present at Council

Also present
Clerk – Julie Pickles
C111
Apologies
An apology for absence had been received from Councillors K Burgess, A Abbey, D Gallagher, B Gallagher and J Joyce.
C112
Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest had been received.
C113
Community / Policing Issues 


It was noted that the local Police Officers report had not been received and it was

Resolved by the Council that the Clark contacts the Officers to request that that the reports be received in a timely manner
C114   Minutes of the Previous Meeting (18 November 2020)


It was resolved by the Council that the minutes from the meeting held on 18 November 2020 were read and approved as a correct and true record
C115
Matters Arising

Nil

C116
Finance Agenda (20 January 2021)
The Deputy Chairman (Cllr Ceri Mitchell) presented the Agenda, it was noted that all members had copies of the agenda and had considered its content prior to the meeting.
C116.1 Apologies

An apology for absence had been received from Councillors K Burgess, A Abbey, D Gallagher, B Gallagher and J Joyce.

C116.2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest had been received.
C116.3 Application(s) for Grant
Nil
C116.4 Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings 

Nil
C116.5 Accounts Requiring Payment (December 2020 /January 2021)

SCS Litter Picker 6 weeks 





£ 1616.04  

WBC Q3 Vehicle Hire / Litter Picker 



£ 1234.80

HMRS PAYE Q3 






£   842.94

Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance 



£ 2729.27

PKF Littlejohn LLB External Audit 19/20 



£   480.00

Councils and Clerks Direct 




£     12.00

Clerks Expenses Nov / Dec 2020 




£   187.89

SLCC Annual Subs 






£   166.00

SCS Litter Picker 1 week 





£   288.16  

David Platt Burtonwood Xmas Tree 



£   989.39

Impact Graphixs New Signs Pavilion 



£     72.00

Clerks Expenses Nov / Dec 2020 




£     33.80
WBC Q4 Vehicle Hire / Litter Picker 



£ 1234.80

Resolved by the Council that all payments be made

C116.6 Monthly Accounts & Bank Reconciliation (December 2020)
The Clerk had produced a report detailing the payments, receipts account and reconciliation for the month of December 2020 and it was

Resolved by the Council that the balance be noted and the report be accepted     
C116.7Budget Monitoring Report (9 Months Actual & 3 Months Forecast)
The Clerk produced a report showing the bank reconciliation up to the end of December 2020 and the forecasted reconciliation up to the end of the current financial year and it was 

Resolved by the Council that the report be accepted and that all spending be kept within the forecasted figures 

C116.8Parish Precept 2021/2022 
The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from the Borough Council requesting the setting of the forthcoming year’s precept.

The precept setting was discussed at great length, with the following points discussed further at the meeting of Council;-

· Ongoing/forthcoming projects to consider

· Pavilion Building demolition / rebuild

· Replace / Repair items of play kit on Pavilion / Penny Lane Park

· Repairs to Pavilion Car Park

· Repairs to Kingswood main hall floor

· Westbrook Library Closure

· Litter Pickler Costs

· Election Costs – May 2021

· Pension Liability

Resolved by the Council that the Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council Precept be set at £113237.22 which equated to a 5% increase on the previous year, (£107845 in 2020/21 precept year) for the forthcoming financial year of 2021/2022
C116.9Parish Council Insurance Renewal 2021/2022
Resolved by the Council that the new premium of £2729.27 from Zurich Municipal for 2021-2022 be accepted (Year 5 of 5 Year Agreement)

C116.10Banking Arrangements 2021/2022 

Resolved by the Council that the Parish Council continues with its banking arrangements with the National Westminister Bank PLC

C116.11Appointment of Internal / External Auditor 2021/2022

Resolved by the Council that Mrs. J Ashcroft be requested to conclude the internal audit for the forthcoming financial year, it was noted that the appointment of an external auditor was contracted regionally. 
C116.12Appointment of Accountant – End of Year Accounts 2020/2021
Resolved by the Council that Mrs. C Fellows be requested to produce the Year End Accounts for the current financial year 

.

C116.13Appointment to Compile Asset Register – 31 March 2021
Resolved by the Council that Mrs. C Fellows be requested to update the Parish Asset Register to 31 March 2021
C116.14External Audit 

The Clerk had received a clean report from the external auditors for financial year 2019/2020 and it was 

Resolved by the Council that the report be noted

C116.15Kingswood Community Centre
The clerk reported that the centre was still closed due to the new lock down rules.

The caretaker continues to paint the internal walls of the centre and it was 

Resolved by the Council that the report be noted

C116.16Pavilion Centre

Nil
C116.17Play Area – Pavilion

The Clerk reported that the new installations were due on site later this month.

It was noted that Councillor Cathy Mitchell has been working with Marc Moran from Mountpark (Omega Developer) who has kindly decided that his company would grant the Parish Council the funding to cover the cost of the new Kit on the play area. Also Marc with his contractors McLaren’s assistance in terms of labour, would like to redecorate or possibly replace the perimeter metal fencing of the park area. 
Resolved by the Council that the report be noted and that a letter of thanks be forwarded to Mr Moran 
C116.18Play Area – Collins Green
Nil
C116.19Play Area Inspections

Nil
C116.20Fir Tree Community Ground
Nil

C116.21Pitches
Nil
C116.22Quotations Received

Nil 
C116.23Resolved that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered

C116.24Staff Salary Pay Awards 2021/2022



Salary pay increase awards for the forthcoming financial year was discussed, in addition the Members took into account the latest recommendations made by the Borough Council and it was 

Recommended by the Finance Sub Committee that the Staff Salary Pay Increase Award for financial year 2021/2022 be as follows;-

The Clerk – 2% commencing 1 April 2021
£9.50 per hour for all other employees of the Parish Council, commencing 1 April 2021 (all in line with the Borough Councils pay awards) 

C117
Planning Agenda (20 January 2021)
The Deputy Chairman (Cllr Ceri Mitchell) presented the Agenda, it was noted that all members had copies of the agenda and had considered its content prior to the meeting.

C117.1 Apologies

An apology for absence had been received from Councillors K Burgess, A Abbey, D Gallagher, B Gallagher and J Joyce.

C117.2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest had been received.
C117.3 Documents Received

0 General Items of Correspondence 

10 Domestic Planning Applications
15 Non Domestic Planning Applications

0 Prior Notifications under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved

0 The Planning Inspectorate

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry
6 Enforcement Notices Closed 

6 Enforcement Noticed Opened 

0 Town and Country Act 1991 – Appeal Under S78 Against Refusal of House Holder Application 
0 WBC Development Control Agenda

0 WBC Cat D Listing

0 Ward List

Resolved by the Council that the above documents received be noted 
C117.4 Mountpark – Omega South
Councillor Judith Guthrie reported on the siting of the very high development, it was noted that some mitigation had been put in place, but she would have liked to see more screening and the planting of new trees, it was noted that Councillor Marc Rufus would add these comments to the Borough Councils Planning Portal.
C118
Correspondence 
1. Countryside Voices

2. Police Report for Burtonwood

3. Booking for Premises – Election 6 May 2021

4.  Bus Shelter – Burtonwood

5. The Clerk

6. Clerks and Councils Direct

7. Email to St Helens Council – RE Local Plan – Opposing development around Gorsey Lane and Bold

8. Proposed Base station – Europa Boulevard

9. St Philips School - Thank You Letter

Resolved by the Council that the above documents received be    noted 

C119
Burtonwood Reports / Updates
Councillor Ceri Mitchell reported on the following matter;-

· The Burtonwood and Winwick Community Bus had been very busy taking local residents for their Covid injections, delivering prescriptions and shopping 
Resolved by the Council that Councillor Ceri Mitchell’s report be noted
Councillor Ian Murphy reported on the following matter;-

· Local residents had reported that the dog waste bins had been removed from Butchers field, it was noted that this land belonged to Torus, the Clerk reported that most authorities had now removed these bins and they would not be replaced
Resolved by the Council that Councillor Ian Murphy’s report be noted

C120   Old Hall Reports / Updates
Nil
C121
Westbrook Reports / Updates

Councillor Alan Guthrie reported on the following matters;-

· Westbrook Library
Resolved by the Council that Councillor Alan Guthrie’s report be noted

Councillor Judith Guthrie reported on the following matter;-

· Reckless planting of trees, it was reported that trees had been planted by persons unknown within the parish area of Westbrook, it was noted that the ones at Callands will be removed as they have been planted on top of utility pipes
Resolved by the Council that Councillor Judith Guthrie’s report be noted

Councillor Bob MacLaren reported on the following matter;-

· Recent heavy rain and localised flooding, it was noted that the maintenance and monitoring lay with the Environment Agency, it was believed that the maintenance work had not been kept up to date and so areas had become flooded, it was requested that the Clerk write to the Environment Agency and the Borough Council 
Resolved by the Council that Councillor Bob MacLaren’s report be noted

Councillor Stefan Krizanac reported on the following matter;-

· HGV’s parking on Kingswood Road, it was requested that the Clerk write to the Borough Council to request signage to deter the issue 
Resolved by the Council that Councillor Stefan Krizanac’s report be noted

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm. 
Signed as a true record……..…………….

Cllr Ceri Mitchell  
Deputy Chairman

     17 February 2021
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