BURTONWOOD & WESTBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held at the Kingswood Community Centre, Westbrook, on Wednesday, 15 June 2016 at 7.30 pm
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Denotes Councillor present at Council

Also present
Julie Pickles – Clerk

Ray Head


David Cunningham






C18
Apologies
An apology for absence had been received from Councillors Ceri Mitchell, J Davidson, T O’Neill, J Guthrie, J Tarr, K Bate and M Smith. 
C19
Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest


It was noted that no declarations of interest were received.

C20
Community / Policing Issues 

It was noted that the police were not in attendance, no monthly reports had been received.
Ray Head and David Cunningham attended the meeting to ask Members that they support an Asset of Community Value bid in relation to the Chapel House Public House, in Burtonwood, it was noted that this establishment was the last ‘pub’ in the village.

Members noted that the Community Right to Bid was introduced by way of the 2011 Localism Act to enable local groups including CAMRA branches, Parish Councils, and community organisations to nominate ‘Assets of Community Value’ (ACV’s). The legislation was extended in April 2015 such that pubs nominated as ACVs require planning permission to be demolished or converted to another use and this was the driver behind the recent upsurge in ACV applications which had now resulted in 1500 successful nominations country-wide. 

The Act stated that Councils must accept valid nominations if:

a.       An actual use of the building or other land that is not an ancillary use furthers the social wellbeing of the social interests of the local community, and

b.      It is realistic to think that there can continue to be non-ancillary use of the building or other land which will further (whether or not in the same way) the social wellbeing or social interests of the local community.

It was reported that CAMRA’s prime aim was to promote cask-conditioned ale, aka ‘real ale’, and supported well-run pubs as the centres of community life – whether in rural or urban areas – believing their continued existence played a critical social role in UK culture. If there were no pubs then there would be ‘no ‘real ale’! From their perspective the objective of an ACV application was to offer pubs the protection under planning law that was introduced last April, so that they could not simply be demolished or converted to other use (such as a supermarket) without the appropriate planning consent and the community being informed.

CAMRA had agreed with the Borough Council to focus on a limited number of pubs initially and had opened an ongoing dialogue with them to move things forward.  One of the pubs chosen was the Chapel House on Chapel Lane, Burtonwood which clearly fell within the parish council area. 
In CAMRA’s view the Chapel House was a traditional community-based local which was a good fit for the model of an ACV application. Whilst they were not aware of any short-term threat to its continued existence it was now the only pub remaining in the village of Burtonwood and the site itself may have the potential as an appropriate development opportunity due to its size. From CAMRA’s experience it was likely to be considerably more straightforward to submit an ACV application while the pub was still open and trading rather than after it has closed, which may well prove too late.

CAMRA asked the Parish Council to support / sponsor this application, with the Council acting as co-signatory and it was

Resolved that although the Parish Council support the application in principal that Mr. Head and Mr. Cunningham return to a future meeting of the Council with additional information  
C21    Minutes of the Previous Meeting (18 May 2016)


It was resolved by the Council that the minutes from the meeting held on 18 May 2016 were read and approved as a correct and true record
C22
Matters Arising

Nil. 
C23
Report of the Finance Sub-Committee (18 May 2016)
The Chairman reported verbally on the Finance Sub-Committee meeting attended by himself, Councillor A Guthrie, Councillor J Joyce, Councillor M Tarr and Councillor J Butler.  
Resolved that the following recommendations of the Finance Sub- Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council.
C23.1 Apologies

It was noted that an apology for absence had been received from Councillor J Davidson.
C23.2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest

It was noted that no declarations of interest were received.
C23.3 Application(s) for Grant
Burtonwood Over 50’s Club – requested grant for day out and an open day to recruit more members to the value of £450 and it was 

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the request for the grant be awarded to the value of £380 – this amount was awarded for the cost of the coach only
C23.4 Accounts Approved for Payment (Chairman using delegated powers between meetings 


Nil
C23.5 Accounts Requiring Payment (June 2016)

Protec Fire Detection PLC – Kingswood 


 
£   434.20 

 VC Ind Clothing Litter Pickers 




£   209.95

ELM Ltd – Burtonwood Pathway Maintenance 


£ 2160.00

CPRE Annual Subscription 




£     36.00

A Wilson Salary Top Up (April / May 2016) 


£   113.10

J Ashcroft – Internal Audit 2015/16 



£   500.00

E Burgess Relief Caretaker Kingswood 



£   540.00

Cheshire Grounds Maintenance 




£   180.00

Salary PAYE Q1 






£ 1561.65 

Clerks Expenses May/June 




£     54.69 Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that all payments be made

C23.6 Monthly Accounts & Bank Reconciliation (May 2016)
The Clerk had produced a report detailing the payments and receipts account for the month of May 2016 and it was

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the report be accepted     

C23.7 Internal Audit 2015-2016
The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been completed and the report was clean with no recommendations or notes and it was

Recommended by the Sub-Committee that the report be noted and accepted 

C23.8 External Audit 
The Clerk reported that the external audit had to be completed and returned by 14 July 2016.

C23.9 Litter Picking Contract

The matter was discussed and deferred to a future meeting due to the gathering of further information in relation to what the Borough Council provided to other Parish Councils.

C23.10Kingswood Community Centre

The Clerk reported on the following matters;-
· The Centre would be used as a polling station on 23 June 2016.

· Some small repairs were needed.

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the Clerks report be noted 
C23.11Pavilion Centre
The Clerk reported on the following matters;-

· The Centre would be used as a polling station on 23 June 2016.

· Some small repairs were needed.
· The baby clinic requested that they use the Centre at the same time as the playgroup – this request was approved

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the Clerks report be noted 

C23.12Play Area Pavilion
Nil
C23.13Play Area – Collins Green
Nil
C23.14Play Area Inspections
Nil
C23.15Fir Tree Lane – Community Ground

Nil
C23.16Pitches
The Clerk reported on the following matters;-

•
The rugby pitches had been marked out.

•
A complaint had been received in relation to nuisance car parking on rugby match days 

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the Clerks report be noted


C23.17Quotations Received
Nil
C23.18St Michaels Church Clock – Burtonwood 

The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from V Hancock in relation to St Michaels and All Angels Church Clock, the content is below with the replies from the Clerk and Members of the Parish Council (in lighter italics)

Dear Sir

Ref Burtonwood Parish Clock

Thank you for giving me the opportunity and the time to address the Parish Council at the meeting on 18th May 2016 with reference to questions raised at St Michael & All Angels Annual Parochial Church Meeting in relation to the parish clock.

At that meeting, Cllr Terry O’Neill made several references to St Michael’s church having received large amounts of money from the Parish Council ‘over the years’.  As he was not specific in any sense I was not able to challenge his assertions at the time.  However, I have gone through the records held by St Michael’s and I cannot find evidence of any payments other than those made specifically as payment for the electricity to run the parish clock. 
Cllr O’Neill’s email reply – I wish to put on record please the fact that I object to Veronica’s statement in the second paragraph about what I allegedly said at the last PC Meeting. I did not make any reference to St Michael’s receiving large amounts of money from the Parish Council “over the years “. All I said was that I can remember the Parish Council paying for the clocks electricity over the years, this was done to qualify some of the comments coming from Veronica. I’m hoping the Clerk can verify this through the minutes taken at the meeting. If Veronica attends the next meeting or the PC reply to this letter can you please challenge Veronica on the accuracy of that second paragraph and hopefully she will agree to retract what is in fact an untrue statement.
Also at that meeting, Mrs Julie Pickles (Parish Clerk) said that the Parish Council had not received a request in writing or been invoiced by St Michael’s for the supply electricity, in spite of the fact that Parish Council Minutes I had downloaded and printed actually make reference to the letters and invoices the Parish Council had received.  
Clerk – the Clerk also refutes Mrs Hancock’s comments – the Parish Council had indeed made payments over the years towards the electricity costs while Reverend Naylor was in post. But since Mrs Hancock took over as treasurer an invoice from St Michaels Church has never been received. Several years ago, Mrs Hancock rang the Clerk requesting a payment for electricity costs which was then for current year and for the 2/3 previous years, the Clerk asked her to produce an invoice and, told her that there may be a problem over payment for the arrears, the Clerk informed Mrs Hancock that the Parish Council was basically giving the church a grant and that they could not pay grants retrospectively, the Clerk repeatedly asked her to complete a grant form, this was never done. At the time this was reported to the Parish Council as was her abusive manner and repeated slamming the phone down on the Clerk, it was also noted that she had conversed with the Chairman over the last month or so in the same manner.  

In addition, Mr John Joyce repeatedly dismissed the correspondence between the chairman of the Parish Council and the chairman of St Michael’s Parochial Church Council from 1983/84 (brought to the meeting as evidence) which clearly detailed the decision made by the Parish Council to electrify the parish clock to obviate the need to employ and pay a clock-winder; includes a signed agreement from the Parish Council to pay an amount annually for the electricity.

Clerk – the Parish Members at the last meeting could not see what documents Mrs Hancock had in her possession as evidence, she would not show the documents.

It appears that in the opinion of Mr Joyce, a signed agreement does not constitute a contract in spite of the fact that for more than 25 years the payment was made annually on the strength of it.

Clerk – the Clerk cannot find a signed contract, she imagined that it was probably some sort of ‘gentleman’s’ agreement if there was ever one. When Mrs Hancock contacted the Clerk several years ago, she explained this and said that Parish Councils finances had to be dealt with in a different way due to tighter finance regulations and audit requirements, the Clerk could not understand then or now why she will not produce an invoice for the supply of electricity or fill in a simple grant request application.   

Several requests were made at the meeting for me to make copies of the paperwork I brought to the meeting; however I find it difficult to understand how St Michael’s would benefit from me doing that or why the Parish Council cannot produce copies from its own records.  Therefore I have not complied with that request. 

In view of the apparent unwillingness on the part of the Parish Council to deal appropriately with the requests from St Michael’s P.C.C’s for payment of arrears for electricity used by the parish clock, would you now supply details of the procedure we need to follow to bring about a complaint against Burtonwood and Westbrook Parish Council.

The Members discussed the above at some length and noted that Mrs Hancock has never complied with the requests made by the Parish Council to either supply an invoice or to complete a grant request form for the supply of electric for the clock, as it was her role as treasurer to do so, it was felt that it was she who had failed the church repeatedly. Furthermore it was noted that there is no mention in the letter of the Parish Councils responsibility to either mend the broken church clock or to pay to have it removed from the clock tower as this was her main topic of the meeting that she attended the previous month.

Recommended by the Finance Sub-Committee that the Clerks writes a letter of complaint to the Church PCC, Diocese of Liverpool and the current Reverend in relation to Mrs Hancock and her role as treasurer
C24
Report of the Planning Sub Committee 15 June 2016
Councillor T Engelke reported verbally on the Planning Sub-Committee documents.

Resolved that the following recommendations of the Planning Sub-Committee be adopted as resolution of the Council.
C24.1 Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor J Guthrie, Councillor T O’Neill and Councillor Ceri Mitchell.
C24.2 Declarations of Interest

It was noted that no declarations of interest had been received. 

C24.3 Documents Received

0 General Item of Correspondence 

4 Domestic Planning Applications
2 Non Domestic Planning Applications

0 Prior Notifications under Schedule 2, Part 24 of the Town and Country Planning – (General Permitted Development Order) 1995 (1)

0 Notice of Withdrawal of Planning Application

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Granted

0 Notice of Decision – Permission Refused

0 Notice of Certificate of Lawful Use 

0 Notice of Permitted Development

0 Notice of Decision – Approved

0 The Planning Inspectorate

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Informal Hearing

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Written Representation

0 Notice of Appeal By Way of Public Inquiry
4 Enforcement Notices Closed 

4 Enforcement Noticed Opened 
0 WBC Development Control Agenda

0 WBC Cat D Listing

0 Ward List

Recommended by the Chairman that the documents received be noted 
C25
Correspondence 
1. AMADS - Thank you letter

2. WBC – Chapel Lane Park

3. WBC – Traffic Notices

4. Omega Approval

5. Ruth Whitworth – West Area Board

6. WBC – Traffic Notices

7. Church Clock

8. Parking Facilities – Kingswood Community Centre

9. Burtonwood Pavilion – additional Use

10. Councillor Training 

11. Complaint – Rugby Teams Parking

12. WBC – Traffic Notices

13. Ray Head – Chapel House Pub

Resolved by the Council that the above documents received be    noted 

C26
Burtonwood Reports / Updates
Councillor K Burgess reported on the following matters;-

· Charity night held at the Catholic Club

· Overgrown bushes that had grown over the chevron sign on Chapel Lane
Resolved by the Council that Councillor K Burgess’s report be noted

Councillor J Joyce reported on the following matters;-

· Fly tipping on the site of the Bridge Public House

· Overgrown bushes that had grown over the chicanes / priority signage on Penkford Lane
Resolved by the Council that Councillor J Joyce’s report be noted

Councillor Cathy Mitchell reported on the following matter;-

· Nuisance parking on the corner of Alder Lane

Resolved by the Council that Councillor C Mitchell’s report be noted

C27
Westbrook Reports / Updates

Councillor A Guthrie reported on the following matters;-

· Westbrook Community Day at Gulliver’s World Theme Park – 17 June 2016, no unaccompanied children under the age of 16 would be admitted, it was also reported that proof of address would need to be shown upon entry
Resolved by the Council that Councillor A Guthrie’s report be noted 
Councillor S Krizanac reported on the following matters;-

· Kingswood Road – nuisance car horn noises at night time

· WBC - Requested street furniture throughout Callands (benches and new bins)

· Pendine Close – Nos 2-14 – Double yellow Lines
Resolved by the Council that Councillor S Krizanac’s report be noted

C28   Old Hall Reports / Updates
Nil 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

Signed as a true record……..…………….



                                                                                      Cllr K Burgess  
Chairman

       20 July 2016
8
10

